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Milton's history, will think disgustedly of those troubled
times as " the fighting of kites and crows," because he can
see nothing in them but endless jarring selfishness ; to
the modern historian they are Interesting, because he
recognises In them the " Making of. England," the seed-
time of a noble culture.

In regard to objects below the human level a good
deal was said to the present purpose when It was proved
that their artistically Interesting qualities are personal, or
at least, vital. It Is only necessary to carry the same
line of argument a step farther. Let us raise the question,
What Is it that makes living creatures valuable? Our
modern sense of the value of life is certainly not primitive.
Uncultured men destroy life with no compunction on the
slightest grounds. What is at the bottom, not only of
modern humanltarlanism, but also of that Interest In living
forms, which moves the great throng of naturalists ? I
cannot see that the mere fact of animation gives much
claim. If a creature has no beauty or intricacy of plan,
or is not closely connected with higher creatures, it is
nothing. As a fact, perhaps no form of life fulfils these
conditions of exclusion. But some come so near it that
not one man in a hundred thousand takes Interest In
them. Compare, for example, the popularity of birds
with the neglect of spiders, and you will find an example
of my principle. Birds are not enthusiasts; but they
look as if an enthusiast had made them. We enjoy their
beauty like children charmed by a picture and careless of
the painter.

A characteristic of art and of Its allied experiences
which might be deduced from what has been already said
Is its strength of vital feeling. It would be a plain
contradiction to think of enthusiasm as languid and
decadent; and the same Is true of its objects. The
higher life is strong and the objects of its Interest are full
of strong life. Men, beasts and plants, mountains and
streams, clouds and air must, in order that the artist
may love them, be full of such life as Is allowed them.
Beauty Is a kind of high vitality; ugliness belongs to